Abstract -Ruminal nitrogen degradation and intestinal digestibility (ID) of the undegraded nitrogen of three sunflower meals were determined on three wethers fitted with rumen cannulae and T-type duodenal cannulae using nylon bags. Meals were obtained from semi-dehulled seeds by conventional hexane extraction (samples SD1 and SD2) or from whole seeds by a discontinuous procedure of pressing and hexane extraction (sample W), which causes a superior thermal effect. Therefore, effective degradability of nitrogen for the W sample (0.537) was lower (P < 0.001 ) than for conventional meals. Between the latter, SD2 had a lower value (P = 0.019) than SD1 (0.776 and 0.812, respectively).
procedure, based on nylon bag incubation and rumen passage rate data. The nylon bag technique has also been used to obtain estimations of ID of undegraded nitrogen [12, 25] [4, 23] it was observed that pepsin-HCl preincubation does not affect the values of intestinal nitrogen digestion.
Likewise, the small difference observed in concentrates for the nitrogen disappearance in bags recovered from the terminal ileum or from the faeces [12, 22, 28] [7, 19, 26, 28] . [6] suggested that heat decreases ruminal nitrogen degradation by partially blocking reactive sites for microbial proteolytic enzymes and by partially reducing protein solubility. Therefore, the pressure process has a greater influence on the reduction of ruminal degradation of nitrogen than the solvent extraction process [5, 9] . The low degradation rate observed for this meal is very similar to that of a sunflower meal treated with formaldehyde [8] [1] observed that 42 % of undegraded nitrogen 
